
Course Announcement  

OSF Seminar 

on 

Palliative Care in Neurology with a special focus in Neuro-Oncology and the 
Neurological Complications of Cancer  

February 23 to March 1, 2014 
 
 

The Open Society Foundation’s International Palliative Care Initiative (IPCI) is pleased to invite 
you to apply to participate in a special seminar on Palliative Care in Neurology to be held 
February 23 – March 1, 2014 at the Schloss Arenberg in Salzburg, Austria.  
 
Goals 
The main goals of the seminar are: 1) to provide practicing clinicians with up to date, evidence-
based strategies for symptom management in patients with advanced neurologic disease; 2) to 
understand the pathophysiology of the most common brain tumors and state of the art treatment 
strategies; 3) to be able to identify, assess, and manage common neurological complications of 
cancer;  4) to become competent in delivery of bad news, and in working with vulnerable 
patients and families; 5) to become familiar with evidenced-based guidelines for managing 
patients in their final hours;  6) to understand palliative care in neurology as a public health issue 
and the importance of palliation as a matter of competency when caring for patients with 
neurologic disease throughout the trajectory of illness. 
 
The conference will be held in English. There will be small group discussions and role play 
which requires proficiency in English  
 
Faculty  
The course will be co-directed by Dr. Alan Carver and Dr. Kathleen Foley.   

Dr. Alan Carver is an Associate Attending Neurologist at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center (MSKCC) and Associate Professor of Clinical Neurology at the Weill Medical College of 
Cornell University.  Dr. Carver’s areas of interest and expertise include Pain, Headache, 
Palliative Medicine in Neuro-Oncology, and the Neurological Complications of Cancer.  He is 
the Co-Director of the Inpatient Neuro-Oncology Service at MSKCC, and serves as teacher and 
mentor for medical students, neurology residents, and fellows.   

Dr. Kathleen Foley is the Medical Director of the International Palliative Care Initiative, 
Open Society Foundation in New York and an Attending Neurologist in the Pain and Palliative 
Care Service at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and Professor of Neurology, 
Neuroscience and Clinical Pharmacology at Weill Medical College of Cornell University. Dr 
Foley has expertise in Cancer Pain Management, Palliative Medicine and in public health 
strategies to integrate palliative care in to health care systems. 



Other faculty members include Nessa Coyle, APN, PHD, Dr. Eli Diamond, Dr. Matthew 
Doolittle and Ms. Mary Callaway and their biographical sketches are included at the end of this 
course announcement.   
 
Costs Covered 
The cost of round trip economy fares or railroad travel, hotel accommodations, and all meals will 
be provided.  
 
PLEASE NOTE visa costs, in-country transportation costs, insurance and per diems ARE 
NOT COVERED and are the responsibility of each participant. Eligible participants must be 
citizens from countries in Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union who are 
living and working in their home country.  All participants must be able and committed to attend 
the entire course  
 
Who Should Apply  
Physicians working in neurology, neuro-oncology, oncology, hospice or palliative care, who 
wish to expand their knowledge in neuro-oncology, and the care of patients with brain tumors, 
neurological complications of cancer and complications of cancer with a focus on integrating 
symptom management, management of psychological distress and improving their 
communication skills will be given priority.  Physicians in the following disciplines are eligible 
to apply:  neurology, primary care, internal medicine, psychiatry, oncology, geriatrics, supportive 
and palliative care medicine, and hospice. The ideal applicant is someone who cares for patients 
on a weekly basis, teaches healthcare professionals and trainees on a regular basis, belongs to a 
university curriculum committee, belongs to national and international associations to advance 
cancer care, neurology and palliative medicine or is a chief or chair of a medical, oncology or 
neurology program who wants to integrate palliative care into their clinical and teaching 
programs.  Candidates meeting several of these criteria will be given priority.      
 
Course Content  
The course will include both interactive plenary and workshop sessions and cover the following 
topics: 
 

1. Overview of palliative care in neurology  
2. Epidemiology and current brain tumor treatment 
3. The role of palliation from diagnosis to bereavement 
4. Neurological complications of cancer and its treatment 
5. The evaluation and treatment of spinal cord compression 
6. Principles of pain management 1 
7. Principles of pain management 2 
8. Headache – When to Worry? 
9. Management of seizures, nausea, vomiting, hydrocephalus, anxiety, depression, 

delirium  
10. Communicating bad news with patients and families 
11. Care of the dying patient/last days of life 
12. Withholding, withdrawing, and sedation in the imminently dying 
13. Caregiver burnout – physicians, nurses, families 



14. International & regional efforts to advance palliative care in neurology 
15. The role of the neurologist at the end of life 
 

Participants are asked to bring challenging cases to review in the Expert Panel sessions. 
 
Faculty Backgrounds  

Alan Carver, M.D. 
 
Dr. Alan Carver is an Associate Attending Neurologist at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center (MSKCC) in New York City, Associate Clinical Professor of Neurology at the Weil 
Cornell School of Medicine, and holds a secondary appointment in the Pain and Palliative Care 
Service at MSKCC.  Dr. Carver joined Dr. Foley in publishing several of the early and landmark 
studies in Neurology and Palliative Medicine, including a survey of neurologists’ attitudes, 
behaviors, and knowledge regarding end of life care, and co-edited the first edition of Neurologic 
Clinics devoted to Palliative Care.   Along with Dr. Foley, Dr. Carver established the first course 
devoted to palliative care at the American Academy of Neurology Annual Meeting, challenging 
neurologists from around the world to implement the principles of palliative medicine in caring 
for patients with advanced neurologic disease as a matter of competency.  He created innovative 
educational programs in pain and palliative medicine for neuro-oncology fellows, neurologists, 
oncologists, residents, and medical students, at Cornell, MSKCC, and Mount Sinai Medical 
Center in New York City, and received the Excellence in Teaching Award from Weill Cornell 
Medical College in 2011.  Dr. Carver currently serves as the Co-Director of the Inpatient 
Neurology Service at MSKCC and is a gifted mentor for trainees whose passion lies in the 
borderlands between neurology, oncology, and palliative medicine.  He has devoted his 
professional career to improving all aspects of the care of patients with brain tumors and their 
families, from diagnosis to bereavement.   His most recent paper focused upon the palliative care 
needs of patients with brain tumors and was published on line in 2012 in the Journal of Neuro-
Oncology. 
 
Kathleen Foley, M.D. 
 

Dr. Kathleen M. Foley is an Attending Neurologist in the Pain & Palliative Care Service at 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York City and is also Professor of Neurology, 
Neuroscience, and Clinical Pharmacology at Weill Medical College of Cornell University, and 
previous Director of the WHO Collaborating Center for Cancer Pain Research and Education at 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center.  She holds the Chair of the Society of Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in Pain Research.  She was elected to the Institute of Medicine of 
the National Academy of Sciences for her national and international efforts in the treatment of 
patients with cancer pain.  She is the past Director of the Project on Death in America of the 
Open Society Institute whose goal was to transform the culture of dying in the United States 
through initiatives in research, scholarship and clinical care. Dr. Foley is currently the Medical 
Director of the International Palliative Care Initiative of the Public Health Program of the Open 
Society Institute working to advance palliative care globally. 



Dr. Foley has focused her career on the assessment and treatment of patients with cancer pain. 
With her colleagues, she has developed scientific guidelines for the use of analgesic drug therapy 
through clinic pharmacologic studies of opioid drugs. 

Dr. Foley has received numerous awards and honors for her work.  She received the 
Distinguished Service Award and the Humanitarian Award from the American Cancer Society, 
the David Karnovsky Award from American Society of Clinical Oncology, and the Frank Netter 
Award from the American Academy of Neurology.  She is a previous Rita Allen Scholar.  

Dr. Foley chaired three expert committees that resulted in the publication of the three WHO 
monographs on Cancer Pain and Palliative Care; “Cancer Pain Relief” (1996), “Cancer Pain 
Relief and Palliative Care” (1990), and “Cancer Pain and Palliative Care in Children” (1996) 

Nessa Coyle, ANP-BC, ACHPN, PHD., FAAN  
 
Nessa Coyle, ANP-BC, ACHPN, PHD., FAAN  is an advanced practice palliative care nurse and 
a past Director of the Supportive Care Program of the Pain and Palliative Care Service at 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.  Her clinical and research focus is on the continuity of 
care, community education, and the effects of poorly controlled pain and other symptoms on the 
patient and family living with advanced disease. She obtained a Master in Science in Adult 
Nursing from Columbia University and a PHD from New York University.  She completed 
her postdoctoral training fellowship in the Department of Psychiatry at MSKCC and a one-year 
Certificate Program in Bioethics and Medical Humanities at Montefiore Medical Center/Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine and Cardozo Law School. Dr. Coyle is the co-editor of the Oxford 
Textbook of Palliative Nursing (3rd edition published in 2010) and co-author of the textbook, The 
Nature of Suffering and the Goals of Nursing (2008). She was elected as a Fellow of the 
American Academy of Nursing and was awarded the Distinguished Career Achievement Award 
by the Hospice and Palliative Care Nurses Association. She is on the editorial boards of 
numerous journals including the Journal of Pain and Symptom Management and the Journal of 
Palliative Medicine.  
 

Eli Diamond, M.D. 
 
Dr. Eli Diamond is the Chief Fellow in Neuro-Oncology at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center with a special interest in palliative care in neurology. He has degrees in the Comparative 
Study of Religion and the History of Medicine from Harvard University and the University of 
Cambridge. He completed his neurology training at the Massachusetts General Hospital where 
he was Chief Resident in Neurology.  While a resident, he was a member of the Ethics 
Committee focusing on cases with challenging end of life related issues in patients with 
neurological disease.  At MSKCC, he is currently engaged in research about prognostic 
awareness and patient-physician communication in patients with malignant glioma. He is also 
developing a narrative-oriented approach to deepen our understanding of the lived experience of 
patients with brain tumors. 
   
 
 



 
Matthew Doolittle, M.D. 
 
Dr. Matthew Doolittle is an Instructor in Psychiatry in the Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Sciences at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center.  He studied English and 
American Literature and Language at Harvard College.  He completed residency and chief 
residency in the Department of Psychiatry at Boston University Medical Center, where he 
received the Chairman’s Award in 2009.  He completed a fellowship and chief fellowship in 
Psychosomatic Medicine at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, where he received the 
Jimmie Holland award in 2011.  He has done extensive research on language and the survival of 
significant ongoing pain, and has interests in the management of stress and improvement of 
coping in medical trainees.  He has written on the psychotherapeutic and pharmacological 
treatment of demoralization and depression in the setting of serious medical illness.  Currently he 
is investigating the impact of untreated post-traumatic stress disorder on adherence to breast 
cancer treatment. 
 
Matthew Doolittle, MD 
Instructor in Psychiatry 
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
641 Lexington Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
 
Phone: +1-646-888-4811 
Fax: +1-646-888-4920 
Email:  doolittm@mskcc.org 
 
 
Mary Callaway, MME  
 
Ms. Callaway is the Director of the International Palliative Care Initiative (IPCI) of the Public 
Health Program at the Open Society Foundation.  The goal of the initiative is to enhance 
palliative care development internationally with a specific focus on Central and Eastern Europe, 
the former Soviet Union, Southeast Asia, South Africa, Southern Africa, and East Africa.    
 
From 1994 to 2003 she served as the Associate Director for the Project on Death in America of 
the Open Society Institute, a 45 million dollar initiative to improve end of life care in the United 
States.  Prior to joining OSI, she was the Administrator for the Pain and Palliative Care Service 
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York City for 16 years.  In that position she 
served the Executive Director for the World Health Organization’s (WHO) Collaborating Center 
for Cancer Pain Research and Education.  She also developed educational programs for health 
care professionals and managed over 4 million dollars a year in research grants and philanthropic 
support.  She organized and managed the working group for the development and dissemination 
of the WHO 1996 monograph “Cancer Pain Relief and Palliative Care in Children”.   
 



She is a founding member of the United States Cancer Pain Relief Committee.  She is a member 
of the Worldwide Palliative Care Alliance advocacy working group.  She is on the Steering 
Group of the International Children’s Palliative Care Network and was a member of the African 
Palliative Care Association pain management working group which has planned and 
implemented three regional drug advocacy workshops to increase opioid availability. 
 
She serves on the grants committee of the Virginia Gildersleeve Foundation and has served as a 
technical advisor to national and international foundations interested in advancing palliative care. 
  
With Dr. Frank Ferris, she edited the JPSM May 2008 volume on International Palliative Care. 
 
Please Forward This Announcement 
We welcome country coordinators to forward the announcement and application on to hospitals, 
colleges, and universities. 

Application, Selection Process 
All applications must be received by November 1st, 2013 


	Application, Selection Process

